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CONSERVATION OF LORD JAGANNATH 
TEMPLE AT PUR! 


Puri ( Latitude 19°18‘. 17 and longitude 85°51‘/39) 
is mentioned in the Purana as MNilachala (“ Kshetrang 
Nilachalang Punnyang Daru Brahma Svarupina”— 
Kapila Samhita .) The Lord Jagannath Temple, Puri 
is the earliest Ganga Monument in Orissa. The 
temple said to have been constructed by King 
}Chodagangadeva in 1150 A.D. The monument 
is standing on a high platform connected with 
the ground level by a flight of 22 steps. The edifice is 
massive and strong and is a product of accumulated 


experiences of the past in temple architecture. The 
temple has two Prakaras. The outer Prakara is known 


as Meghanad Prachira, measuring 202.70m x 196.29m 
approachable through four gateways having different 
names viz Simha-dvara (East), Vyaghra-dvara (West) 
Hasti-dwara (North) and Asrva-dvara (East), respecti- 
vely. The inner one is Kurmibeda, measuring 121.9im 


X 54.7 5 


The Lord Jagannath Temple is not only the large- 
st but also the tallest surviving temple of Orissa, rais- 
ing to a height of 200ft. The temple has all the four 
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component parts i.e. Garbhagriha, Jagamohana, 
Natamandapa and Bhogamanéupa. Besides, on ali 
the three sides subsidiary shrines are also added for 
housing the parsva=devatas viz. Trivikrama cn north, 
Narasimha on west and Varaha on south, J he impor- 
tant places to see within Meghanada-Prakaia ate as 
follows: (1) Kohili Vaikuntha Upcbana and Nila- 
chala Upabana (2) Ananda Bazar & grand kitchen or 
Bhogasala and (3) Snana Mandapa. 


Within Kurmibeda=Prakara, besides the main temple 
of Lord Jagannath, in subsequent period, a number of 
temples of medium and smaller sizes were also cons- 
tructed and at present they are 95 in number. Un- 
like other temples in Orissa, Lord Jagannath Temple 
with other subsidiary shrines are covered wiih a thick 
coat of plaster. 


Prior to independence, the management of the 
temple was vested witn the Gajapati Maharaja of Puri 
and after independence the management is entrusted 
to a Committee appointed by the Government of 
Orissa under the Lord Jagannath Temple Act, 1954 
and the maintenance and repairs etc. are looked after 
by the above committe, besides daily rituals and other 
celebrations of Lord. 


The structural weakness and the problems of pro- 
fuse leakages of most of the temples and inability of 
the above committee to tackle it, lead the State Gove- 
rnment to refer the matter to the Ministry of Culture, 
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Government of India. On behalf of the Government 
of India, Archaeological Survey of India was directed 
to examine the structural soundness and associated 
problems to eradicate such leakages etc. 


In 197 3, an Expert Committe was constituted on 
Sti Jagannath Temple at Puri with Sri M. N. Deshpa- 
nde, the then Director General of Archaeological Sur- 
vey of India as Chairman; Secretary (Culture), Govt. 
of Orissa ; Collector, Puri ; Administrator of Lord 
Jagannath Temple, Puri; Chief Archaeclogical Che- 
mist, Chief Archaeological Ergineer, Superintendent 
of Fastern Circle (Calcutta) of Archaeological Survey 
of India and Pandit Sadasiva Rath Sharma, a noted 
scholar on Jagannath temple, as the members. 


The first meeting was held on 23rd to 25th Sept. 
’73 and different aspects of problems on damages/lea- 
kagrzs eic. were discussed. Since it was not a protected 
monument of Archaeological Survey of India, the 
Collector, Puri, raised the question of protection of 
the temple and recommended that in the larger inter- 
est of fp monument, it would be desirable to have 
the monument protected by the Archaeological Survey 
of India. As recommended by this Committee, the 
Lord Jagannath Temple Complex was declared as a 
Centrally Protected Monument in 1975 by the Archa- 
eological Survey of India and it took up the conser- 
vation work in hand. 
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During the first meeting, the members minutcly 
checked the stability of the temple. In 2/3 places test 
checking were made by removing the plaster and it 
was detected that underneath the thick coat of lime 
plaster ( 45cm ) beautiful carvings of the temple are 
existing. Experts unanimously agreed that the present 
thick coat of plaster which has become spongy and 
porous may be the reason for profuse leakage, hence 
removal of plaster is absolutely necessary, since the 
experts examined and ascertained that present plaster 
failed to serve its very purpose of controlling leakage 
but on the other hand putting immense pressure ard 
weight on the fabrics. As beautiful original carved 
architecture and art pieces are hidden underneath the 


plaster, it was decided that only skilled Maharanas or 
Sthapatis are to be employed for removal of the pla- 
ster and the work of deplastering and preservation 
has to be undertaken with meticulos care and it is a 
slow process which ensures that the concealed part of 
masonry containing the sculptures are not damaged, 


As a measure of experiment, Archaeolc gigal Sur- 
vey of India in 1974 took up ths deplastering work of 
Lakshmi Temple existing in the north west corner of 
Jagannath Temple. After complete deplastering, ori- 
ginal beauty of the temple with delicate carvings were 
brought to light. The carvings were found limited to 
lower parts only. The sikhara found to be later 
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reconstruction and devoid of carvings. It was properly 
conserved by way of changing the missing or damaged 
architectural pieces by grouting the voids, underpinn- 
ing etc. It was revealed that the iron-dowels used to 
kesp the stone blocks in their proper position have 
been rusted and increased in volume and putting pre- 
ssures & asa result, chunk of stones are reported com- 
ing out from difterent parts of the temple. As per the 


recommendations of the Ist Expert Committee, all the 
exposed iron-dowels were removed and replaced by 
oppper or Stainless Steel dowels. Besides changing of 
dowels, the experts also suggested to use epoxy resin 
in case of conservation of temples. Even epoxy grou- 
ting is also recommended by the experts. 


After completion of the work of Lakshmi temple, 
the Archaeological Survey of India took up the depla- 
stering work of Lord Jagannath Temple. Since the 
temple is of a huge dimension, it will not be possible 
to deplaster the whole temple of Lord Jagannath with- 
in one or two years. It will take a longer time. Since, 
after removal of plaster all around the temple as per 
prescribed limit i.e. 3 mtrs. on vertical surface of the 
wall at a tiline, the exposed surface is to be properly 
conserved by way of grouting, underpinning, changing 
of dowels, replacing of the damaged or worn-out ar- 
chitectural members by new stone blocks. According- 
ly, the work started from the ground level of the 
temple. Since stability of the temple is depended on 
the ground i. e. lower part of the te.nple, removal of 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


6 


plasters from all around followed as per the recommeé- 
ndations of the Expert Commitiee. No sculptural 
portion should be reproduecd but only floral patterns 
and other geometric details may be copied in outlines 
before fixing them. Proper steps should be taken io 
have the documentation werk donc by taking phoio- 
graphs and prepairing drawings, before extensive 
repairs are undertaken. 


The construction of Jagannath Temple has been 
done in ashlar stone masonry and blocks of: khonda- 
lite laid in courses. For the construction, no mortar 
has been used. The walls are 5.30 mts. thick at the 
plinth level. Incidently wrought jron clamps have 
been used in the veneer stones of both inside and oui- 
side faces of the wall. The wall face, externally, has 
been plastered in nine distinct layers whilethe wall of 
the inside face of the Garbhagrihia has a thin coat of 
plaster upto a height of about three metres. 


In the subsequent meeting of the Expert Commi- ' 
ttee, it was recommended that besides deplastering of 
Jagannath Temple, one or two subsidiary shrines are 
‘also to be taken up simultaneously for deplastering’ 
purposes. Accordingly, priority was fixgg and after 
Lakshmi Temple, Narasimha temple, Surya temple 
and then Vimala temple were decided to be taken up 
one after another, 


The opposition of the learned and conservative 
Pandas and public resentment on deplastering work 
and Court cases compelled Archaeological Survey of 
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India to suspend its work many times and upto a hei- 
ght of 40¢ft. area all around the temple was deplaster- 
ed touching baranda or springing level till 1985. 


After vacation of the injunction of the High 
Court in 1985, Bhubaneswar Circle took up the depla- 
‘stering work of Lord Jagannath Temple above the 
baranda level i.e. above 40'. Simultaneousiy, the 
deplastering of Narasimha temple is also taken up 
and completed by attending both structural conserva- 
tion and chemical preservation by plugging the leaka- 
ge, resetting the dislodged masonry with epoxy resin, 
replacing the worn out and missing architectural mem- 
bers by newly carved stone blocks, removing the 
impregnated salts from the exposed stones and stre- 
nthening them with preservative coat (Indian Archae- 


ology, A Review, 1985-86, pp. 165} 


The deplastering work of Surya tempic, situated 
in the north west corner of Jagannath Temple is taken 
up and the conservation work con:pleted in all respe- 
cts between the years 1986-88, The amalaka is disma- 
ntled and restored accordingly and the south-west 
kanikapaga which was found badly disturbed also 


restored asiper original. 


The deplastered surface of Jagannath temple has 
brought to light an array of sculptures and other 
decorative details. The minute designs and figurines 
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have .been carved and cut in stone with such consum- 
ate skill that they create almost an illusion of wood 
or ivory carvings. The lower portion of the platform 
containing the friezes of elephants, horses, camels, 
and procession of warriors. Above it, the remaining 
portion of the platform is cecorated with scroll and 
floral designs and top most course of the platform is 
depicting the procession of horses and elephants. 
above the platform, where the original temple struct- 
ure starts. The pabhaga portion is having panchangae 
bada divisions like pada, kunmbha, pata, kani ané€ 
vasanta. 


Above the pabhag«a, talajangha is existing having 
miniature temple replicas with khakharamundais, proje- 
ctting out rrom the kanikapaga, rahapaga, and anur- 
ahapaga walls. The corner space in between the two 
khakharamundi shrines within the talajangha portion 
is occupied by the giant figures of Gaja-simha, 
Simha trampling over Elephant or mythical animal- 
elephant trampling over ¢“ Apasmarapurusha” or 
demon. 


The upar-jangha portion all around the temple 
again exhibiting miniature pidia-deul just above the 
khakharamundi of the talajangirz¢. The corner spaces in 
between the two pidha deuls of upper janghass occupi- 
by life size sculptures of Madanikas and Surasundaris 
in different actions. They are carved in round and 
exhibiting superior workmanship, modelling, anatomy, 
ornamentation and feminine beauty with loughing 
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countenances, are superb workmanship of the Ganga 
art. 

In the Gandi level, Bhumi-Amlas are exposed 
which are also forming off-scts paralelly runnig all 
around the temple surface-wall and decorated with 
creepers, floral designs, rows of swans and ani- 
mals etc. 

On both sides of each door-jambs of parsvadevata 
shrines, figures of Vishnu, four on either side carved, 
depicting 24 forms of Vishnu, such as Kesava, 
Madhava, Damodar, Narayan, Vishnu, etc. which is 
another notable iconographic feast in Eastern India. 
(Studies in the Cult of Jagannath -Institute of Orissan 
Culture, Bhubaneswar - 1991 - pp. 30-35). 


As a matter of fact the general pattern of Jagann- 
ath Temple, Puri having close architectural resembla- 
nce with the temple of Lingaraj at Bhubaneswar. On 
each anuraha-paga miniature shrines are shown cove- 
red with plaster. So far deplastering work has unveiled 
the existence of two angasikharas or miniature shrines 
on the vertical plane of the anuralia projections and 
the third miniature sikfiara is still covered with 
plaster. Further deplastering work may prove that 
they are true miniatures as available in case of 
Lingaraj temple io Bhubaneswar. In central part of 
each miniature shrine, images of Vishnu, Dhanva- 
ntari, Brahma etc. are incorporated within the niches 
of each miniature shrine. The south-eastern one isa 
composite icon of Vishnu-Siva and Surya (Hari- 
Hara=Hiranyagarbha) which is noteworthy. 
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Mention may be made of a series of donatory 
and votive inscriptions, discovered after deplastering 
found engraved on the walls of Narasimha temple. 
They are in Sanskrit, Gaudiya, Telugu and in Oriya. 
Most of them are records of girts to the God Purusho- 
ttama, Narasimha, Balathadra and Subhadra. The 
most important point noticed is that nowhere the 
name of Jagannath is mentioned but everywhere Lord 
is mentioned as Purushottama, 


Regarding stucco figures presently existing on the 
outer wall of Jagannath Temple, in the sixth Expert 
Committee Meeting held in July 1985, it 1s recommen- 
ded that while removing the plaster, care should be 
taken to detach the extant stucco work, which should 


be preserved in a local museum. Accordingly due 
cate is taken to detach the siuccos for jts preserva- 
tion. The detached pieces are carefully preserved 
inside a room within the temple complex. 


Thc deplastering and simultaneous conservetion 
work of Ganesa Temple is completed. The deplaster- 
ing work of Vimala Temple, existing just to the west 
of Ganesa Temple is taken up from Jan. 1990 and 
upto sikhara level plaster is removed unveiling exqui- 
sitely carved surface with gods, goddesses, semi- divine 
beings, dikpalas with their respective consorts, nagas 
and naginis, royal hunting scene, court scene, gaja- 
vidalas, surasundaris, swans’ frieze etc. Jn the 
parsvadevata niches, ths figure of Matlisha Mardini 
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on south, Chamunda on west and north side found 
empty. The amalaka found shattered and suffering 
from depression. The amalaka & beki are completely 
dismantled and reconstructed as per original 2nd into 
proper plumb. In course of deplastering works some 
‘of the niches within lower jangia and upper jangha 
found devoid of any sculpture like Gajasardul/ 
Madanikas, reveals the fact that they were missing 
when plaster is added in its outer walls. The missing 
architectural members of the temple is got restored 
by new Ihondalite stones. The vertical gaps are 
attended by gently dismantling the architectural 
members and refixing them in proper plumb, or 
grouted with combination mortar. The lower portion 
of Vimala temple is exposed by bringing to light 
the carved platiform all around. The Vimal temple’s 
conservation work is also completed and thereafter 
chemically treated. 


Three more temples cn western side viz. Khira- 
chora Gopinath, Sarasvati and Nilamadhav are 
deplastered and conservation work is in progress, 
The lower jangha of Khirachora found badly eroded 
which are in the process of replacement. 


In course of deplastering work con the southern 
side of Jagannath Temple, major structural weak- 
nesses are detected in the form of multiple damages, 
cracks and missing architectural members. Now 
one by one the replacement work with newly carved 
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stones is taken up and the work is in progress. Only 
after completion of the structural repairing works, 
further deplastering work shall be taken up. The total 
height achieved 100’ all around except southern side 
where plaster of rahapaga removed upto beki level as 
it was found completly bulged and posed danger of 
falling at once. The Jalakrida mandapa existing in 
between Narasimha and Ganesa temple on southern 
side of Jagannath Temple is also deplastered and 
chemically treated after attending needful structural 
conservation work. The conservation work of the 
Vimana Saraghar is also attended. 


The damaged roof of Kkurmibeda, 
in the northern and southern side is also conserved by 
replacing the damaged roof and by relaying again as 
per original. 


The damaged ornamental grill of the Snana mae 
ndapa (Bathing platform) existing on the north-east 
corner of the Ananda Bazar complex is also replaced 
by newly fabricated one as per original. Similarly the 
damaged iron grill around Aruna Stambha is also 
restored. 


On the northern side of Jagannath Teniple, two 
kundas (water storage space) are existing where the 
used water of the Jagannath Temple got stored. In the 
past, the temple workers used to throw the water 
but in many times overflow used to make the courty- 
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ard dirty, besides giving bad smells in the complex. 
An nnderground drain is provided to allow dirty wat- 
er to flow gently underneath the floor to save the 


complex form dirtyness and is functioning satiSs- 
tactorily. 


On i4th June'90 a piece of amla weighing about 
6 tonnes had fallen from the western side of Jaganna- 
th Temple causing great panic throughout the country. 
After close examination by Engineers & Experts, it is 
observed that hair-cracks have developed horizoutally 
laid lower members of the am/a and each one is tight- 
ended by iron-dowels fixed by making grooves. The 
expansion of rusted iron-dowels and by weathering 
process in due course, cracks became wide and lost 
its grip resulting in such fall. This remained unnoti- 
ced due to the existence of a thick coat of cement pla- 
ster all around amalaka. In July’90, IX Expert Co- 
mmittee meeting was convened and the experts una- 
nimously recommended to refix the fallen picce by 
new one. Accordingly, good quality khondalite bleck 
was procured and after attending needful dressing/ 
carving as per original, the new niece is taken inside 
the temple complex. A strong tall scaffolding tower 
equivalent to temple‘s height is inade on the north- 
west corner. Heavy capacity lifting machines, quality 
iron-rope, jacks, chain pully blocks are procured and 
in Feb’91, the untiring offorts of ASI officials finally 
helped to lift it at a height of 180‘ and replace it in 
its original position. 
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As per the recommendations of the IX Expert 
Committee, Sri P. C. Mishra, the Collector, Puri, 
persuaded the learned Pandas to allow A.S.1. to check 
thoroughly inside the Garbhagriha which was forbidd- 
en. Accordingly in July’91, during Ratha Yaira days, 
thorough checking aad repairing of the inner side of 
Jagannath temple was attended but due to shoriage 
of time (7 days) no major works could be undertaken. 


Even then the A.S.I. team has taken up cleaning 
work of the walls and corbells covered with soot de- 
posits & broken corbell pieces are replaced in the Ist 
floor. The open joints of the stone masonry sealed 
with epoxy putty. The wet and loose substances cove- 
ring the Ist floor was removed and relaid with cuncre- 
te one to avoid moisture effect. The main door of 
Garbhagriha is cleaned and repainted, pilled off pla- 
ster are rectified & damaged bat-proof net is also 
restored. 


In the ground floor, the thick soot deposits are 
removed by dry wash, two missing corbell stones 
are replaced below the iron beam. Ratnavedi is clean- 
ed, repainted with assorted colour. The observations 
alongwiin the work-progress report were submitted to 
the concerned competent authoiities. 


Due investigation during Ratha Yatra days has 
brought to light the existence of three floors within 
the Jagannath Temple, one above the other. The gro- 
und floor and 1st floor are connected by a flight of 
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steps. Each floor is resting on corbell arches. 
There are eight corbell oifsets below ground 
floor ceiling, 14 below the 1st floor ceiling, sixteen on 
the 3rd floor ceiling. The corbelled roof in ail the 
three floors has a square landing of approximately 
4m. X 4m. in the centre, spanned by four wrought 
iron beams and covered with stone slabs laid along 
the axis of the iron beams. In the corridor, leading 
from the door to the garbhagriha at the ground floor 
and the first floor, ihe corbelled roof rises from the 
walls above the entrance with horizontal stone siab in 
the centre resting on wrought iron beams. 


No passage is there to approach the 2nd floor 
through lst floor. One has enter through the wind- 
vents provided cn 4 cardinal directions below beki 
and approachable from outside only. 


Unfortunately, on 13th Aug’92, 2 pieces of corb- 
ell-stones inside the Garbhagriha collxpsed from south 
-west corner and created fresh panic within the coun- 
try about the posterity of the temple. Close 
examination further revealed that about 10 pieces cor- 
bell stones found missing. Reasons the same, expan- 
sion of iron dowels and pressure helped the stone bio- 
cks to develop cracks on horizontal plane uf the pie- 
ces and resulting in fall of the same. 


Experts from different parts of the country were 
invited at Puri for examining the structural stability 
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and connected problems. A joint venture of Centre 
and State Govt. helped in formation of Co-ordination 
Committee with ihe Secretary, works, Govt of 
Orissa; Collector, Puri; Director General, Director 
Conservation, Director, Science from AS! as 
members for determining the future course of acticn 
to be followed in tackling the problems. Experts of 
faculties from all over India are invited viz. SERC- 
Ghaziabad, CBRI-Roorkee, NGRI-Hyderabad, IIT- 
Kharagpur, RRL-Bhubaneswar etc, besides experts 
from the State Government and Archaeological 
Survey of India and recommendation were reviewed 
accepted the following suggestions as the matter was 
of crucial nature. 


a) The missing corbells are to be replaced by 
newly carved one as per original and atlernatively 
grouted by driiling holes etc. 


b) The core of the inner wall are to be consoli- 
dated by drilling holes and grouting with PMC 
(Polymer Modified Cement) liquid mortar. 

c) Corbells are to be anchored with Stainless 
Steel rods by drilling 1.5 to 2 mt. hole and sealing 
with epoxy mortar. 

d) The vertical cracks noticed on boih side walls 
inside Garbhagriha are to be tightened by stainless 
steel right-angles by making groove and pinned them 
with the superstructure. Since the ASI personnel shall 
be allowed to go and check the Garbhogriha during 
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the Ratha Yatra once ina year, in case any further 
corbell stones collapsed or fallen in intervening 
period then how to arrest such danger? For this it was 
decided to provide a second line of defence by erecting 
stainless stecl truss or space frame tbeicw cocitells 
to support the corbelled ceiling of garbhagriha. The 
design is supplied by Prof. A.P. Gupta of IIT, 
Kharagpur. The fabrication work entrusted to the 
Orissa Small Scale Industries Corporation Ltd. 


e) In two places of the 2nd floor, 4’ dia hole is 
to be mace by puncturirg.the floor slab to provide 
pipe connection within Ist and 2nd floor for -venti- 
llation purpose 

f) Temporary support by tubular scaffoldings 
in all the successive two floor’s ceiling to be made 
as precautionary measures. 


To undertake above works, removal of deities 
from Ratnavedi(Ratnasimhasan) was felt very much 
essential. Due to kind persuation of Gajapati Maha- 
raja of Puri, on 29th Nov. ’92, the cleities-were shif- 
ted and placed inside the Jagamohbana, after a long 
controversy. 


To complete those works mentioned above in 
time, preferably by the end of May”’93, a Task 
Force is also formed to assist/guide the existing 
staff and Engineer of Bhubaneswar circle. In the 
ground nine corbells and 139 stone blocks are repl- 
aced by ASI team to strengthen the inner wall of 
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Garbhagriha which were found out of plumb due to 
cracks caused by the pressures of rusted dowels. 
The grouting work is entrusted tc two reputed 
firms of Calcutta i.e. Caltech and CICO respectively. 


In the 2nd floor, broken corbell stones are found 
lying on the floor. Closs examination revealed that 
26 corbells were detached and fallen. About 60 years 
back, broken corbell stone surfaces are being flash- 
ed with cement mortar, To apprehend further fall 
and damage of the floor ceiling, a cushion of paddy 
was provided within 28’ x 28’ space of 2nd floor 
to resist the shock of the fallen corbells and to save 
the successive floors underneath from damage due 
to fall of heavy corbell stones and dashing on the 
floor slabs. Needful action as deemed fit, shall be 
taken up simultaneously to complete the work within 
May ’93. 


The broken stone blocks are removed and thick 
layer of paddy is cleaned and removed outside. The 
close examination by the Secretary (Works), Govern- 
ment of Orissa; Director, Conservation, Director 
Monuments and other A. SS. I. staffs, it is felt that 
the surrounding walls are to be consolidated by 
grouting the core of the stone masonry. Even sugg- 
estions came for providing a truss at 2nd floor ceiling 
also. But due to shortage of time, consolidation 
of wall is made and tubular scaffolding is provided 


on the 2nd floor. 
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Time to time progress is reviewed by Sri Biju 
Patnaik, the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Orissa, who 
has taken keen interest in Puri temple’s work. Besi- 
des the Chief minister, many of his cabinet collea- 
gues like Sti Sarat Kar, Hon’ble Minister(Culture); 
Sri Nalini Mohanty, Hon’ble Minister (PWD); 
Sri R. N. Das, IAS, Chief Secretary, too also exte- 
nded full co-operation and guidelines and encourag- 
ement to the officials and Engineers of Archaeo- 
logical Survey of India. 


The expenditure on all the above menticned 
conservation works of Lord Jagannath Temple, Puri 
are borne by the Archaeological Survey of India and 
the total expenditure is around Rs. 1. 70 Crores. 


Though the garbhagriha work is completed before 
RathaYatra but substantial work of the conservation 
of outer wall remained unattended. The deplastering 
of the remaining plaster existing on the upper pert 
of the sikhara shall be removed after the monsoon. 


The loose and broken projecting animals existing 
on raha portion of the temple are also consolidated 
by core-drilling and putting stainless steel pins 
inside and properly grouted by epoxy mortar. The 
amalaka which is being exhibited the sign of distress 
is also to be strengthened by putting up a steel 
caging around it, duly concealed will be taken up 
after monsoon by the Orissa Small Scale Industries 
Corporation. Within a couple of years, the depla- 
stering and conservation work of the main sikhara 
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of Lord Jagannath Temple shall be completed and 
it will add a new chapter in the credit of Archaeo- 
logical Survey of India for undlsrtaking such challe- 
nging conservation works in the present century. 
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Longitudinal 
Section of the main Temple 
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Sikbara, before deplastering 
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Sikhara, after deplastering 
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APPENDIX 


The incidents of falling of stones and plasters 
from the temple have been occured several times in 
the past. On 9th July, 1875, large stone fell within the 
Garbhagriha, but the place from where it slipped could 
not be detected. On 14th December, 1993, another 
stone slab fell before the Ratnabed;i within the sanctum 
sanciorum causing panic. On 20th January, 1961, a 
chunk of lime plaster fell from the outer wall of the 
temple. On 22nd January, 1969, plaster got peeled 
up and fell from the outer wall (soutn-east corner) of 
the temple. On 16th August, 1985 a big chunk of pla- 
ster fell from the south east corner of the temple near 
the southern gate. On 19th September, 1988, a small 
stone fell from the southern side of the temple. On 
14th June, 1990, from the lower part of Amalaka, a 
stone was fallen down from the western side which is 
already replaced by A.S.l. in February, 1991, procuring 
new stone blocks after proper dressing and curving 
as per original. On 13th June, 1992, two corbell stones 
weighting about 1 tone fell from the inner portion 
of the Garbhagriha which are also replaced by newly 
dressed stone blocks within stipulated time, while 
major eonservation of Garbhoagiha was taken up 
including a still truss below the corbells. 


In the past also the repairing works were carried 
out as and when required by the ruling kings of Puri 
as revealed through the inscripticn and literary 


source. 
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According to the Madala Panji, during the region 
of Ramachandra Deva (1568-1600 A.D.), the MNila- 
chakra uprooted from the top of the temple due toa 
heavy storm and was fixed by king. The same inci- 
dent was also happened during the reign of 
Divyasimha Deva (1688-1716 A.D.) The storm was so 
strong that the Nilachakra was brokep into pieces and 
it fell in the front of Ganesh Temple. Even the stone- 
chakras from the top of other temples also fallen 
down. However, the Nilachakra was again fixed up 
on the temple during the reign of the king Divyasimha 
Deva. 


A short inscription of king Virakishore Deva 
(1739 - 93) is found engraved on the southern 
wall of the Garbhagrihaim the 1st floor. The same 
inscription again found written on lime plaster on the 
inner wall of the 2nd floor mentioning needful repair 
attended by the same king and after his death, the 
work was carried out by the ‘Maharani’, the widow of 
deceased king. 
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